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CORONAVIRUS — RESTRICTIONS 
112. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the devastating news that one of the state’s best-loved Telethon fundraising events, the Port to Pub swim, 
has been denied an exemption to go ahead. 
(1) On what basis was this event denied its application to go ahead? 
(2) Why did it take 11 days for organisers to be told this news? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
(1)–(2) I am always amazed at the opposition’s attempt to second-guess or rewrite public health advice with no 

qualification whatsoever to do so—no qualification whatsoever! The decision to cancel the Port to Pub 
event was made by the organisers. My office notified them early when level 2 restrictions went on and 
did enormous amounts of work with the organisers around that event. They have been in conversations every 
day, up until the point that they decided to cancel the event. They were given options by the Chief Health 
Officer, who is the appropriate authority in this instance. We do not interfere with public health advice—
just like we do not interfere with police investigations. The Office of the Chief Health Officer is a statutory 
body. It worked with the organisers, and gave them an exemption and a 500-person cap. It told them very 
early on that they would probably be capped at 500 people as per the directions, but they continued to 
promote the event. That was a decision for them. We have been in discussions with them, essentially, since 
imposing the level 2 restrictions. To say that somehow the government cancelled the event is wrong; the 
organisers cancelled the event. To say that somehow the government should interfere in public health advice 
and favour one event over another because it fundraises or has some other purpose is also wrong. 

Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: It is also wrong. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, we can do without that contribution. 
 


	CORONAVIRUS — RESTRICTIONS

